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President’s Note | Emily Gencarelli 
What a year 2020 has been!  Even though 

the 2020-2021 school year started in an 
unconventional way, we have still been busy 
with many successful events. In this newsletter 
you will find a roundup of activities from this 
fall along with some ongoing projects. Thank 
you for your continued support in making this 
year special for our students and staff. 
Wishing you and your family a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

~Emily Gencarelli 
CONNECT WITH US! 

Facebook: Join us on the NPS PTO  
Facebook page. 

Website: Check out the PTO portion  
of the NPS website. 

PTO EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Emily Gencarelli - President 
Jen Carson - Treasurer 
Erin Powell - Secretary 
Courtney Raupp - VP A-Team Angels 
Cristy Farrell - VP Guiding Shepherds 
Kelly Parks - VP Social 
Maggie Kiewiet - VP Stewardship 
David Kearney - Principal 
Jean Stump - Teacher Representative 
Kelly Henderson - Past President 
Niki Stephenson - Past Treasurer 
Carolyn Darby - President-Elect 
Niki Stephenson - Treasurer-Elect 
Kelly Boling - VP Elect A-Team Angels 
Gina Vitale - VP Elect Guiding Shepherds 
LeighAnne Gray - VP Elect Social 
Emily Erkmann - VP Elect Stewardship

Thank you for your continued support of the 
PTO-sponsored “Knight Out” program. We 
began the year with a great turnout at Chipotle 
and have raised $850 through October 
(Chipotle $635, Houlihan’s $215, Coach’s and 
Spin! Pizza results pending). These funds help 
support several of our social and community-
building events, including our monthly First 
Friday donuts, Welcome Committee efforts, 
and Kindness Week.  

Upcoming restaurant fundraisers for 2021 are 
listed at left and can be found on the NPS app 
under the “Knight Out” button. Questions or 
comments? Contact Carolyn Darby at 
carolyndarby9@gmail.com. 

Garozzo’s  
Tuesday, January 12 | All Day  
9950 College Blvd, Overland Park 

Culver’s 
Monday, February 15 | All Day  
8600 W 135th St, Overland Park

Photo courtesy of John Caulfield

Watermelon Feed

https://www.facebook.com/groups/NPSPTO
https://nativityparishschool.com/parent-teacher-organization
mailto:carolyndarby9@gmail.com


Watermelon 
Feed 

There’s no better way to 
celebrate the end of the first 
week of school than with 
watermelon! Mr. Kearney 
e v e n f o u n d a w a y t o 
continue the al l -school 
photo tradition with a little 
help from photographer  
and fellow parishioner John 
Caulfield and his drone.

Mrs. Greer’s  
Second Grade ClassWatermelon  
Feed

Photos courtesy of John Caulfield

Second Grade



New Family/Welcome Committee 
Nativity was excited to welcome 35 new 

families into our community!  The Welcome 
Committee worked all summer to get to know 
these new families and provide opportunities to 
meet future classmates.Thank you to Jen 
Carson and all of our volunteers who helped put 
out yard signs for our kindergarten class and 
new families to welcome them on the first day 
of school. 

First Friday Donuts 
Thank you to Cristy Farrell and Gina Vitale for 

delivering donuts to our students and staff 
every month so we can continue to celebrate 
First Fridays. This tradition was started two years 
ago by Fr. Mike and it’s a highlight for our 
students every month. PTO was glad to see that 
people even continued the tradition while 
schooling from home this past spring.

GUIDING SHEPHERDS | Cristy Farrell 
Kindness Week 

Nativity celebrated its second annual 
Kindness Week from November 9-13. Each 
student and staff member was given a 
Kindness Week shirt to wear to kick off the 
festivities and students participated in several  
activities to help them remember the 
importance of kindness.  

KC Wolf visited NPS on November 10 and 
spoke to students remotely about showing 
respect and kindness to others. Then each 
class took a photo with KC Wolf in the gym. 
Thank you to Kelly Boling, Jen Carson, Emily 
Erkmann, Cristy Farrell, Emily Gencarelli, Kelly 
Henderson, and Courtney Nemmers for 
helping make Kindness Week so special.

Darby Family

Jimmy Gillett  
& Will Powers



First Day  
of School 

The night before the first 
day of school wouldn’t be 
complete without our PTO 
volunteers placing yard signs 
and balloons around town 
under the cover of darkness. 
It’s fun for our volunteers and 
we love to see all the great 
pictures the next morning. 
Welcome to Nativity!

Eyler Family

Krull Family

Leiker Family



A-TEAM ANGELS | Courtney Raupp 
Room Parents 

Thank you to all of our room parents for 
communicating closely with teachers and 
parents. We are so thankful that we can 
continue with class activities, stewardship 
projects, and parties in a safe environment. 
Used Uniform 

Over the summer, the Used Uniform 
committee was hard at work going through all 
the donations and cleaning and sorting the 
uniforms. Thank you to Heather Bahora and her 
committee for keeping our used uniform 
exchange going over the summer for all of our 

families. 

Colleen Conway Holloway 
Memorial Book Fair 

Maggie Kiewiet and our favorite librarian, 
Jean Stump, were successful at pulling off a 
virtual book fair to accommodate the 
circumstances this year. It wasn’t the fair that 
we are used to, but we were able to raise 
$2,628 and earn $626 in scholastic dollars for 
the school.

Staff Appreciation 
We are fortunate to have such talented and 
hardworking staff members who have adjusted 
so successfully to this new way of teaching. Our 
Teacher Appreciation Committee has been 
planning lunches for the staff both as they 
prepared for the new school year and during 
parent/teacher conferences.  They have also 
been stocking the staff lounge with goodies and 
working on a few surprises to let them know how 
thankful we are to have them at Nativity. 

Teachers’ Favorite Things 
Click HERE to view our “Teacher’s Favorite 
Things” page under the PTO website tab if you 
need gift ideas for our staff.

Mrs. Barnthouse & Mrs. Bianco

Heather Bahora & Lyn Petro

https://nativityparishschool.com/teachers-favorite-things-1


Halloween Fun 
Kudos to our wonderful 

Room Parents who went 
above and beyond to help 
our students celebrate 
H a l l o w e e n w i t h f u n 
classroom parties!

Rosenthal Family

Mrs. Greer’s  
Second Grade Class



Walk/Bike to  
School Day 

A special thank you to 4th 
grade students and parents 
for organizing our Walk/Bike 
to school day on October 
7.  With construction finally 
complete on Mission Road, 
this twice yearly celebration 
could return. The beautiful 
weather made walking and 
biking to school a great way 
to start the day.

Dowdy Family



SOCIAL | Kelly Parks 
Kona Ice & Watermelon Feed 

It’s tradition to kick off the year with Kona 
Ice treats and Mr. Kearney’s Watermelon Feed. 
PTO didn’t want this year to be any different, 
so it was time to get creative and think outside 
the box. The Kona Ice truck moved from 
Quick Visits to the first day of school.  On 
Friday, all of the staff and students met 
outside (in socially-distanced fashion) to 
celebrate the completion of a full week with 
delicious watermelon. Thank you to Kelly 
Parks and the many volunteers and staff who 
helped make these events happen. We were 
excited to add some fun to the first week of 
what will no doubt be a very memorable 
school year.

Trivia Night 
A big thank you to Carolyn and Ben Powers 

for hosting a fantastic virtual Trivia Night! 
Categories included everything from food and 
world capitals to sports mascots and Kansas 
City trivia. The event raised $425 that will help 
fund STREAM/Genius Hour activities. The 
Henderson Family (Scott, Kelly, Grant, and 

Owen) brought home the win and were 
awarded fun t-shirts created by Emily Erkmann. 
Second place was Ensley Lane Gang (Patrick 
and Megan Leiker, Nick and Melanie Davison), 
and rounding out the podium in third place was 
Nativity Newbies (Bill and Kerry Newell, Jerry 
and Jessie Pullins, Matthew and Laura Twyman). 
Thanks to everyone who participated!

Fourth Grade

Second Grade



Halloween 
Décor 

With our beloved Trunk or 
Treat on hiatus for 2020, PTO 
decided to find a different 
way to bring Halloween spirit 
to NPS. Thanks to our 
volunteers who made arrival 
and dismissal on October 30 
a spooktacular affair. 



STEWARDSHIP | Maggie Kiewiet 
Red Bag 

The Red Bag program provides Christmas 
gifts to nearly 2,000 children residing in foster 
care or group homes in the Kansas City area. 
Red Bag is a non-profit organization completely 
operated by volunteers. Thanks to the 
generosity of NPS families we were able to 
provide Christmas for 41 children this year! 
Thank you to Amy Hamilton and Jen Carson 
and all of our Red Bag classroom coordinators 
for making this happen.

Service Hours Reminder 
N a t i v i t y P a r i s h S c h o o l e n c o u r a g e s 

stewardship and has set grade-appropriate 
service hour goals. Students may also work 
toward the President’s Volunteer Service Award. 
Those who track, achieve, and submit their 
service hours will be recognized and given an 
award at the May Devotion Mass. The 
stewardship calendar year runs from April 1 – 
March 31. 

Students perform service projects in the 
classroom, but hours logged as a family outside 
of school also count toward their total. Helping 
out a neighbor or family member is valid, in 
addition to work with non-profits around town. 

Click HERE to download the Service Hour log. 
Grade specific goals and more details can be 
found on this form. Need ideas or have 
questions? Contact Maggie Kiewiet at 
kiewiet22@msn.com.

Derek Haverkamp 
Kate Knowlton 
Abby Isom

Niki Stephenson 
Chrissie Gassen

Amazing generosity from our NPS families!

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/15211/documents/2020/9/NPS%20Service%20Hour%20Log%20.pdf
mailto:kiewiet22@msn.com

